
Public health systems globally continue to come under severe strain due to the unprecedented COVID-19 
pandemic with total numbers of infected individuals reaching 83 million cases, and over 1.8 million deaths 
globally since the start of the pandemic (WHO Global Epidemiological Update, 5 January 2020). 

According to WHO, over 4 million new cases were reported globally for the third week in a row, and new 
deaths increased by 3% to 76,000. Recent reports of different variants of COVID-19 have raised concern 
about, and interest in the impact of viral changes. As of 5 January 2021, the VOC-202012/01 variant initially 
detected in the United Kingdom has been detected in a small number of cases in 40 other countries/
territories/areas in five of the six WHO regions, and the 501Y.V2 variant initially detected in South Africa has 
been detected in six other countries/territories/areas. 

In the past week, over 130,000 new cases were reported in the Africa region, a 13% increase compared to 
the previous week, and over 3,000 deaths, a 4% increase over the previous week. South Africa reported the 
highest number of new cases (93,978 new cases; 1,585 new cases per 1 million population), according to 
WHO.

South Sudan continues to see a rise in the number of confirmed cases, with 3,670 confirmed cases, 3,181 
recoveries, and 63 deaths, as of 11 January 2021.
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CURRENT REPORTING PERIOD

IOM managed PoE 
sites conducting 
COVID-19 screening

5

Total confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 in 
South Sudan

3,670

Individuals screened 
for COVID-19 at IOM 
operated PoE sites

19,036

Number of recoveries 
of COVID-19 cases in 
South Sudan

3,181
Total COVID-19 deaths 
in South Sudan

63

HIGHLIGHTS

01 429,358 individuals reached 
through COVID-19 awareness and 
hygiene promotion sessions held at 
water points and through house-
to-house campaigns.   

IOM MHPSS teams reached 3,866 
beneficiaries with key messages 
on MHPSS considerations during 
COVID-19.

IOM Core Pipeline provided four 
partners with WASH supplies 
and processed one PPE supplies 
request. 

IOM staff screening a passenger at Amiet Airstrip, 
Abyei © IOM 2020 / Dama Joseph Olweny

Presidential                      
Decree Relaxes                      

Lockdown Measures

IOM Expands            
The Global SPRP            

The Global Strategic 
Preparedness & Response Plan

expanded to include interventions
that mitigate health and socio-

economic impacts.

13 Mar 20

              Screening at IOM 
              Managed PoE Sites 
Screening at Juba airport, Wau 
airport, and Nimule ground 
crossing. Suspension of direct
flights from affected countries.
Restriction of social gatherings.

19 Mar 20 

               Neighbouring          
               Countries          
Close Borders
Kenya and Uganda close 
borders, with only cargo allowed 
from Uganda to South Sudan.

 23 Mar 20 15 Apr 20 07 May 20 07 May 20

             Revised
             Global HRP for
COVID-19 Released

Revised COVID-19 Global 
HRP appeals for $6.71 billion to
fight the virus in the world’s
poorest countries, and address the
needs of the most vulnerable.

14 May 2011 May 20 17 May 20 03 Jun 2004 May 20

       South Sudan 
       Records Its First 
Recovery Cases

Two COVID-19 patients
recovered and were released 
from the treatment center in
Juba.

Curfew across the country
reduced to 10pm-6am.

Re-opening of restaurants,
bars, & shops with observance

of social distancing.

COVID-19 HRP             
 2020 Addendum             

The COVID-19 Addendum
requests for $390M, bringing
the overall South Sudan HRP
appeal for this year to $1.9B.

South                 
Sudan Re-opens                

Its Airspace
South Sudan re-opens airspace

with strict precautionary measures,
including 14-day self-quarantine

prior to inter-state travel.

South Sudan              
National CPRP               

The MoH released COVID-19
Country Preparedness

and Response Plan, covering
April to September 2020.

C - 19

C - 19

C - 19

The President              
   Appoints              
A New Task Force

President Salva Kiir
appoints a new COVID-19
Task Force to replace the

High-Level Task Force.

                     The Country 
                    Registered
Its First COVID-19 Death 

South Sudan recorded the 
first death resulting from 
Corona Virus Desease. 

11 Jan 2101 Oct 20

The Government                   
of Uganda                     

Re-opens Airport & Borders
The Government of Uganda
 reopened its international

 airport and land borders for
 tourists and other travellers.

16 Jun 20

                   Suspension
                   of COVID-19
Negativity Certificates
Ministerial Order signed by the 
Health Minister issued the
immediate suspension of
COVID-19 negativity certificates 
until further notice.

C - 19
ve

8 New Cases
Confirmed

8 new COVID-19 cases
bringing the total

to 3,670 confirmed cases.

26 Aug 20

C - 19

05 Oct 20

               NTF Removed     
               14-day Quarantine
for Domestic Travel
The National Task Force (NTF) lifts 
14-day quarantine requirement for 
domestic/inter-state travel.

Schools Re-open                
in South Sudan                

Schools re-open in South
Sudan under the Phase-1 plan
for Primary 8 and Senior 4.
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https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update---5-january-2021
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update---5-january-2021
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P R E P A R E D N E S S  &  R E S P O N S E

I N F E C T I O N  P R E V E N T I O N  &  C O N T R O L

1,2,3 Based on WASH Cluster standard of water usage (2L/day/person) and gender/age disaggregated percentage

M O B I L I T Y

●          Based on data submitted by 10 January 2021 which includes 22 
out of 34 flow monitoring points at the country’s borders, internal 
transit hubs and displacement sites, DTM enumerators carried 
out 2,212 interviews, representing 6,065 individual movements. 
Through flow monitoring registry, DTM surveys people on the 
move at key transit points within South Sudan and at its borders. 
The data provides an insight into mobility trends, migration drivers 
and traveler’s profiles. Click here  for the latest public dashboard. 

●          In addition, DTM continued operating four displacement site flow 
monitoring points at the gates of Wau displacement site, Masna 
collective centre, Bentiu Protection of Civilian (PoC) site and 
Malakal PoC site. During the reporting period, two out of the four 
displacement sites (Bentiu PoC and Malakal PoC) sent updates in 
which enumerators conducted 338 interviews, representing 849 
individual journeys to / from the sites.

●          By the end of December 2020, DTM South Sudan concluded final 
end of year assessment of COVID-19 mobility restrictions and 
response measures across 90 locations including border points, 
airports, internal transit points and other areas of relevance. During 
the reporting period, data for sixty seven of the ninety locations 
monitored was uploaded and verified, whereas information for 23 
locations is still pending validation. Submitted data is available on 
IOM DTM’s COVID-19 Mobility Impact geoportal.

●          In Juba, all of the 18 handwashing facilities (HWF = 1,000L) built by IOM remained operational 
( Juba Bus Station, Juba River Port, Konyo Konyo Market, Hai Referendum Market, JIA-A, 
JIA-C, Jebel Market, Gabat River Port, Gumbo Owino Market, Shirikat Taxi Terminal, 
Custom Bus Terminal, Juba University A, B, C, Juba Teaching Hospital, Shirikat Kampala 
Bus Park, Lologo II – New Market, and Gumbo Police Station), benefiting 88,308 individuals 
(23,844 girls, 22,960 boys, 21,194 women, 20,310 men). This brings the total number of 
people benefitting from these facilities since they were built to 996,712 individuals (269,023 
girls, 259,242 boys, 239,207 women, 229,240 men). Existing Handwashing Station teams 
continued supporting the daily operation and maintenance of these devices.

●          Out of the 94 handwashing stations (HWS = 500 L) built by IOM in Juba, 89 remained 
operational during the reporting period. The four HWS located at Gumbo Lafa Taxi Park, 
Shirikat Taxi Park, Shirikat Suk Majestic, Shirikat Garang Agok were not functional due to 
leaking taps. IOM is repairing them and expect the HWS to be operational again by the 
middle of next week. One HWS in Holy Family Primary School was not operational as 
the school was closed.  The functional handwashing stations benefited 174,436 individuals 
(46,229 girls, 46,222 boys, 41,864 women, 40,121 men) during the reporting period. 

●          In Juba, the upgrading of the five borehole systems in Gumbo, Lologo II, Lemon Gaba and 
Joppa Block 1, and Nesitu was ongoing. 

●          In Nimule, all the three HWS built (2 in Malakia market and 1 in the taxi park) remained fully 
operational, benefiting 9,561 individuals (2,199 men, 2,295 women, 2,581 girls, 2,486 boys). 
This brings the total number of people benefitting from these handwashing stations since 
they were built to 68,318 individuals (18,399 men, 16,352 women, 17,058 girls and 16,509 
boys).

●           IOM maintained 658 handwashing stations, as follows:
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227 Handwashing stations, Bentiu 
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Humanitarian Hub, & Bentiu Town

1 Case management centre 
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Hospital, Malakal County

28 Handwashing
stations, IOM Office 
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PoC & Town

1 Case management centre 
constructed at Muktaah PHCC, 
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Wau 
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Juba
International
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Juba International Airport, Juba 
River Port, Bus stations, Markets, & 
IOM Office in Juba

266 Handwashing 
stations, Malakal PoC

P O I N T S  O F  E N T R Y

 ●          IOM continued COVID-19 screening and provided IPC/WASH 
support at five PoEs, namely Juba International Airport (JIA), Wau 
Airport, Nimule Ground Crossing, Wunthou (Renk), and Amiet 
(Abyei). IPC/WASH support at the PoEs includes the supply of 
clean water through water trucking, rehabilitation and maintenance 
of sanitation facilities, construction and installation of handwashing 
facilities, and supply of IPC materials, such as face masks, soap, and 
hand sanitizers. 

 ●          Arrival and departure screening for COVID-19 was conducted, 
reaching a total of 19,036 travellers, as follows:  

 ●          IOM handed over screening at Amiet (Abyei), Wunthou (Renk) and 
Juba International Airport PoEs to the Ministry of Health on 31 
December 2020. 

●           IOM continued to support two health facilities nearest to the PoEs 
in Nimule and Renk with medical supplies, incentives, provision 
of training for health facility staff and risk communications. 659 
individuals from the host communities were provided with health 
care services at the outpatient clinic in Nimule Hospital, bringing 
the total number of patients seen to 10,804 since 18 October 
2020. IOM’s support for health facilities in Nimule and Renk ended 
on the 31 December 2020.

12,108 
individuals 
screened at 
Nimule Border 
Crossing

2,831
individuals screened at 
Juba International Airport

2,705
individuals screened 
at Wau Airport

0
individuals screened 
at Wunthou (Renk)

1,392
individuals screened 
at Amiet (Abyei)

3 Handwashing stations,  Nimule, IOM 
Magwi Warehouse & Magwi County

WASH FACILITIES (HANDWASHING 
STATIONS & BOREHOLES)

POINT OF ENTRY WITH IPC /
WASH SUPPORT

CASE MANAGEMENT 
CENTRES

Renk
Wunthou

IOM screener carrying out temperature checks at 
departure point © IOM 2020 /  Moses NONO

A motorized borehole upgraded by IOM 
© IOM 2020 / Jennifer Oroyomo

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdisplacement.iom.int%2Fsouth-sudan&data=04%7C01%7Ccprettyman%40iom.int%7C61634e85190d4e1b447b08d8b6e0211f%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C637460421040777176%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=x8lEzUceHTWgJ5VxMxJxhKZgZCk%2BnJi8j7MQg4n8nD0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmigration.iom.int%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ccprettyman%40iom.int%7C61634e85190d4e1b447b08d8b6e0211f%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C637460421040787168%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=US74zaQ%2BMifDxexroGRzz11XuGG3DEGWHSBZ6Z%2Bawt0%3D&reserved=0
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IOM’s COVID-19 response activities are supported by:

IOM handing over prefabricated building to the MOH Director General and Wau Airport 
Manager for COVID-19 screening at Wau airport © IOM 2020 / Moses NONO

  ●       IOM Core Pipeline supported four partners (Solidarite International, 
MSF Holland, Norwegian Refugee Council  and Charity Mission 
Corps) with WASH supplies for integrated WASH and COVID-19 
response and prevention activities.  Two requests were part of the 
WASH flood response within which COVID-19 responses will be 
integrated, targeting flood affected locations in Nyirol and Uror in 
Jonglei state. The planned response includes the distribution of WASH 
key supplies, such as household water treatment, water containers, 
soap and menstrual hygiene kits, as well as repairing non-functioning 
and low-functioning hand-pumps in multiple payams in Nyirol. IOM 
Core Pipeline also released buckets with and without taps to support 
approximately 2,500 households (approximately 12, 500 individuals) 
in Maiwut (Upper Nile) and Pibor (Jonglei). WASH supplies were 
also released to one partner to support COVID-19 prevention 
measures in Nimule, Yei and Torit. The planned response includes the 
maintenance of public handwashing facilities and the provision of soap. 

  ●       IOM processed one PPE supplies request received from WHO. The 
items requested included 30 boxes of medical gloves for the National 
Public Health Laboratory Juba. 

  ●       The procurement of reusable face masks funded by USAID’s Bureau 
of Humanitarian Assistance is also progressing as planned. Delivery of 
the locally produced masks has started, and IOM is coordinating the 
release of these items with the SNFI and CCCM Clusters, prioritizing 
the distribution in PoC sites across South Sudan.  

  ●       IOM Core Pipeline commenced vital dry season prepositioning 
operations for 2021 to key logistics hubs across the country.  The 
IOM warehouse team loaded six trucks with approximately 39 metric 
tons of WASH supplies. The trucks are scheduled to depart Juba on 
15 January and will travel to Rumbek, Wau and Bentiu. The supplies 
to be prepositioned include household and bulk water treatment 
supplies, latrine slabs, menstrual hygiene management (MHM) kits 
and handpump spare parts, all of which will contribute to COVID-19 
prevention efforts and other vital responses across the country. The 
prepositioning of WASH supplies to Bor and Malakal is delayed due 
to inaccessible road conditions between Juba and Bor.

P I P E L I N E

●          Active participation in various EVD/COVID-19 fora continued, including the Strategic Advisory Group, National Task Force, COVID-19 National Steering Committee 
meetings, Technical Working Groups, and State Task Forces.

●          Participation in the Inter-Cluster Coordination Group (ICCG) with OCHA, partners, and other stakeholders.

●          IOM continued its participation in the Needs Analysis Working Group (NAWG), a key platform that provides decision-makers (ICCG) and responders with data 
and analysis on impact and needs to help priorities response based on identified needs.

●          Under the IPC/WASH TWG, IOM continued to take the lead in the Sub-Committee on IPC/WASH in Communities and Camp-like Settings. IOM also continued to 
actively participate in the WASH Cluster EPnR technical working group to coordinate the ongoing COVID-19 response in Juba. 

●          With the Central Emergency Response Fund’s support, IOM’s four partners continued their activities in health and WASH initiatives to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. International Rescue Committee, operating in Rubkona County, and Medair, operating in Juba County, conducts health and WASH activities. In Yei 
County, Torit, and Nimule, the Norwegian Refugee Council conducts WASH activities, while United Networks for Health conducts health activities in the same 
locations. The programming is set over nine months. 

C O O R D I N AT I O N  N O T E S

●          IOM continues to mainstream COVID-19 response and prevention into humanitarian, 
recovery, resilience, and development programming.

●         COVID-19 awareness and hygiene promotion activities to communities at Bentiu and Malakal 
PoCs, as well as outside the PoCs in in Juba, Jur River, and Wau, as well as Points of Entry 
in Abyei, Renk and Nimule. Risk communication and awareness messages on COVID-19 
continued to be disseminated through a network of 254 Community Hygiene Promoters 
(CHPs) working across the country, reaching 429,358 individuals (123,202 men, 134,429 
women, 81,754 boys, 89,973 girls, including 30,137 PSNs), with key messages including 
signs and symptoms and prevention measures, all aligned with the Risk Communication and 
Community Engagement Technical Working Group guidance. 

●         IOM has continued dissemination of COVID-19 related radio messages, combined with 
protection, gender equality and GBV mainstreaming through City FM 88.4. The 20th and 
21st radio talk show was held on 31 December 2021 and 7 January 2021 respectively. Key 
topics covered included the COVID-19 pandemic, its symptoms and preventive measures. 
In addition, the 20th radio talk show discussed  the role of persons with disabilities in 
helping to prevent COVID-19 in their communities. The 21st radio show also included two 
representatives from the Transport Authority and Market Association from Gumbo and 
Sherikat area who shared their thoughts and experiences with regards to COVID-19, and 
the precautions that they were taking in their respective areas.  

●         IOM also observed the application of COVID-19 preventive measures at its handwashing 
points across Juba during the period 4 to 10 January 2021. Out of 12,816 individuals (6,212 
men, 6,604 women) who have passed by the handwashing facilities, on average 33% had 
washed their hands (a decrease from last week’s average of 57%), while an average of 
17% of them were wearing a face mask (a decrease from the last week’s average of 24%). 
This exercise was conducted in 17 out of 29 public places (markets, bus stations, ports, 
university and hospital) within Juba at which IOM is currently implementing COVID-19 
related activities. 

●         In Malakal, Bentiu and Wau, IOM MHPSS teams continued to hold COVID-19 risk 
communication and awareness raising sessions, reaching 5,930 beneficiaries with key 
messages on MHPSS considerations during COVID-19 and its prevention, aimed at 
behavioural change while tackling misinformation.  

●         In Malakal, MHPSS received eighteen calls to the Regional Hotline for MHPSSS regarding 
COVID-19 prevention measures and availability of MHPSS services in their area. In addition, 
nineteen calls were received in Wau and were provided with emotional support, including 
one referral to the Ministry of Gender, Child and Social Welfare. 

R ISK COMMUNICATION & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
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